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The public consultation approach for this project is organized around two critical phases of the project:

- At the beginning of the research and planning program, to include the community’s interest, ideas and
vision for the project; and
- Once the plan has been drafted, to present the findings and solicit feedback on the recommendations.

This summary provides a summary of the 2019 — second phase — consultation findings.

Methods

Second phase consultation on the Urban Forest Strategy consisted of the following methods:

1. A public open house
a. Thursday May 2, 2019, 5:30-7:30pm at the Florence Filberg Centre Evergreen Lounge
b. The public meeting consisted of display panels of key findings, the draft plan, a 30 minute staff
presentation and an hour town hall Q&A.
c. A copy of the presentation slides and display panels are available on the project webpage.
2. Invitation for stakeholder meetings with the three identified stakeholders. CVDCA meets regularly with senior
staff and used those meetings to discuss the UFS.
3. Referral to all City departments, regional local governments, School District 71, Island Health and Ministry of
Environment.
4. A survey questionnaire, available in hard copy and on-line formats between the dates of April 22 and May 23,
2019 (32 days). Interactive ‘story-map’ functionality and cover photo competition was also available.
5. Staff was available to receive questions and ideas about the project via front counter, phone, emails and
through the mail.
Advertisement

The advertisement for the public opportunity to participate in the Phase 2 consultation was provided through the

following:

1.

o v kW

® N

Two press releases printed in the Comox Valley Record: April 30, 2019 (“Courtenay Urban Forest Strategy
seeking public input”); and May 16, 2019 (“Deadlines loom for two Courtenay surveys”). Paid advertisement for
the public meeting in the April 25, 2019 paper.

Story and paid advertising in Island Word May 2019 edition (“Courtenay Urban Forest Strategy Ready for Final
Public Feedback”).

Social media ads.

Social media FB events for the public meeting.

City’s website page: on the homepage and dedicated project page (www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest).

Sharing through staff planning email contacts, including a list of local developers, land development consultants,
land surveyors, biologists and arborists.

Advertisement on the TV monitors at Lewis Centre, Florence Filberg Centre and City Hall.

Hardcopies of the survey made available at Lewis Centre, Florence Filberg Centre and City Hall.
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Participation statistics

- 246 individuals conducted the survey, however only 173 indicated whether they own property and/or live within
the City, of which 70% (121) indicated they did. In general more respondents skipped Phase 2 survey questions
than in Phase 1;

- 37 attended the public meeting;

- 910 unique page views received on the dedicated Urban Forest Strategy webpage. Unique page views are
individual counts of on-line devices with each their own IP (Internet Protocol) address. This was more than in the

first phase.

Responses — Survey Questionnaire
Full survey questionnaire responses are presented here. To view the original survey, consult Appendix A.

The map below shows the postal codes that participated in the survey.
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Courtenay 2050 Urban Forest Strategy - Final Plan Survey SurveyMonkey
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Q2 Do you agree with the goals identified?
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Q3 Which Canopy Cover Scenario do you most prefer?Use the drop-
down arrows to rank the Scenarios from 1 to 6 with 1 being your highest
preference.
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Q4 If the City must chose between which types of strategies to focus on,
how would you order the following action categories? Use the drop-down
arrows to rank the options from 1 to 4 with 1 being your highest
preference.
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Q5 How would you order the following types of actions? Use the drop-

down arrows to rank the actions from 1 to 5 with 1 being your highest

preference.Actions listed are organized by Strategy goals. Consult the
plan for more detailed information on actions.
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Q6 Considering your answers to the previous question (Question 5 -
Priorities), what is the maximum you would be willing to pay for the City to
implement the initiatives that you support? Answering this question does
not mean a tax increase will occur, but rather helps staff and Council to
understand how important urban forest actions are to you.
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Q7 | would plant a new tree on my property if:Select all that apply
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il muicipality alfodod Fadd i (i mainlanancs of rea s dalin bing whin il sgund

war B o Foressied land - question doaent really sanm bo appdy o my sitisalion - don think wa
“need” more moes, bul magte fmownong

My yard already has many Irees, inchading some anginal forest. | dant think there is adequate
rasi bar ay G,

Piane fruil bepes e reosded

| da not sea an optian for besnesses or muti-family compleres such 85 apariments ar
condominkims. Thene seems 0 be an auer amghass on houschakls, Alko, thono dons nol soom
I ey vy cosmadension far educaling privale homecwners an ha type of tnee o plard. We fene
Iraas ihat prabably used ta be hadpes which are now enonRcs ioes thal a acually danganous
il ke shcekd Ball ar m e event af & fre.
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| lre i @ coreda Al Trampabam Landing W gavd (P fght amowan of oes
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B an 1hat sould barmali froen mos ren canapy Covar
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Fesiwitn] for hinds.
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devclopng. STOP this prachcn. | have crough trees on my properly already ard | do nol need a
burgaucral b Wl i o pland adl e ors and S chaege ma Tor il Encugh araady, Onca again
produscing chans fram the inputs. of 306 poopic in a oly of 526K pls i irelevanl. Ged all of gur
inpus bedona yau da anylReng mans

IT A el ol Bifock ouil 1 sian Tram my vegatabies Groing

.1 had any sgace lall o mom Does.
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vl | e engnd roam for mom s
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Q8 Do you have any other comments you'd like to make about
Courtenay's Urban Forest Strategy that were not covered in the survey?
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=1 | el pees panad lo Iha amcenl each howschald shauld pay bacause (s an unfar methad of paying Sr201E BT PM
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wat takie & long lorm view of whal makes ourama &0 special, bl which & quickly bsing s
characier and the roasan vwe moved here

=] 1) Aadd protecton Tor all malre rees, in addion lo e 8 species sled. Thers ane mary boawtifl BrAA018 400 PR
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i think kpaping € posilneg” and kg § a8 3 given N Thal (Vs awiiyond s esponaibiily 1o provde
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pedibla for & propedly dwier ta reducs B rumbed ol Foed regunsd il thay had ream 40 plact &
ratve corefens) that could reach fall see? The lape conflars do lake w some spans b really
add i carvapy. The inee bylaw alows lor a lree of 5 metres (16.4') o guakly as a ree. Waoold mal
lise ko see A laresd ol Smallker ieest

Thark you lar making Lrummn-_,-mn:-rhm*gmwd Irinking on this impanant matlar
Addmaning (os hal deeelnpoes ool down e Mass jush i maks i easioe o aubdhide

Wil i ool coveandd Mang is backyard gardan phots and Paw RSl Can A%8e Pl Wa Rad 1o et
4 eoes thal wone bioching fight and siopping the sun fram hitling our solar pantis.
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This ig Ay aniebard usa ol By and anangy an Pd padl of th City of Gouflenay. Pachags a bl
mame clarficalion amwnd The efatorship batwoon wiban {onest! peroaniagos and forest fro rsk
waanild Py e e Samitanity thal susiganing comedd i\ good

Plaass plan Tor feos ared msduch (ks numiser al paapla shappng inses for rawosd and Buening
Pralecl whal vea bavne. Gy wial wo had,

Wiell doma. IU's abowt ma our cammaniy stafed o preserve and anhanos o irees. Fuluene
arEranicE will ank s,

On ey cify kel | Fere & diogaen mabung fme, | (R my inoses and hase worked B masnian them Sl
Lhaas free o secquere @ lok of work and morey 0 praperly iook atier them and ba clean up the mess
Ihiry' kel A% | gl oldo | & Beoaming mana Jifficast to do this wark and As & my cosls o
pore up {inckeding 1he non-siap raisng af city taxkes) il is getbng mare diffical o affond my ieas.
o1 am yary concamnad (Ral this plan may sl e conbinl | Rantd 0 mmovng &me ol my 1P
Il #¥= is carect, than | am vary much agarst it

Cammumn#gy mesings am very good. The i all & gaod plan for s fulem

This siralegy shauld highlighl how tes |5 boreficial NOT ONLY fo humans bl o the moee Lhan
Funan vwarkd Lai's nol adapl analther arthropacaniss pakey s nolivrg will changs in Ui kg fun
Iosr healin al all beings i wa canbnes 10 ry o oo this ko mamimize heman inliesesis,

Cammerial proparty aanes e myscll may iwe the tree idea bul the roats af lage rees can
causn & bt of damags. Hee can ths Ba minimissd 7

| wertudd B b s liess pawemand, s couwld aasiy be achened by mandaling granned parking lobs.

| irnz in Puntiedge and have compled a senes of acnal phalos of the neighbowhood. Twenty years
d, Ihis =R eloreg I fir wae Almos! aelinly lemestad, W ana now deafing with ha vecsgial
remaing of il fonsl it happans (het tasl, Yoo cant jusl inslanily regrow 8 irea, o n sk,
Thi Teakim restaradion ook & whaks gemsmalon, Let's protoc] whal mmans. Lols defond agains!
Tz eragian, &od holp supoon the growsdwaber im daing sa. We ara Eacing exiramea
orninnmental coliapsn, which is playing oul in our ilobmes. Most of WTs forasts hawe beon kad
wassa, This wrban foresl siralagy is nal & ight deciion aboul sesthebcs. (| rmanty beboawes us 1
o avanglheng Wi can 10 Blow Te destruction of aur fonesss, balh witsan and wikl, 1o halp sastain a
vt of T Por e naxl genarcatian

Wi et ol qoestions & corfusng especialy whinn sanking difeneed caloganis, | supposs i
could ba made more dificull but | slruggle o s how,

| il ooy L B0 fn0 mang fnoes of subslancs plariad on prvaia proponios on &l urban
sinscts. We ane gaing o need the shade, fresh airand ambienos [hal irees pravids 1o . peapio
ard animais in a communily, We sadly undereslimale the value ol an abundance of bees!

Ky b wallny graan! Saunds like @ lovik plan i increpss CAMNGY CIRRAGHE,

Flaases danT egitale whad | ey 0 do on my 1Bnd. Also, legelals propssty ewners 1 mantan
lhaxir yards and broes

Impzratse al overy ime a new devolopmanl s appeoved thane noods ' be a plan for geoon
apace. Dowlopans must 1@kt soms {of all) mepenaibiliy e peovideg o ihis

Ersurn complancs by davelopass in irea replacament, Pariner wilh Schaal Baard for canepy
e opmant
Thiz i & wary inpomant condsi for Ta haalh of the planat and Rimasty

erdling &lrcher reguiation o ancum hal dewaiopmants (RKe: i e cosn mie and surounding
arvas) lcave moee Ireo covesape from the farests thay chap daan

This is a woll conoesod stategy thal wil susiained suppor fram ktune ouncis.

10 zniled affoed i | veouit B wilkng b0 contribaiin mang than 510006ar OF | woulkd B R much of
My CLrfEnl prapocly 16 1o g0 iowands pradachng and Jroneing (R urhan Biees T soukd be my

priarily.

1. Bt rofuin an offor 5 1o s canopy goals faor new development, Developens undarstand thal
derrel ot regubstions an axpecied. They can wark il inlo Baic budding desigrs aacly in (ha
procass. 3, For axiling devalapnd lend we need 1o focss on adacation {patling the messages aul)
aced an Doo probacon bylees thal prapary awnans cas §wa wih. Eg thay can amoss an old i
il i s mpiacod by now Imoos.
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Bylaa Ehal bguenis dovalopeds kbbp & Sagieficant pounteae ol natund Sannpy thal alrdady axicls
on hir propety,

Trees & an imporasd part of this cily! Lets kead whiad we have and planl mgn,

| weaukd ke 90 sen Al owr remsning ege oes. proloclod, cspecially aur Gary Oaks. In our
reigftbaur hotd {Courtenady Wost), wa Fened oal many neas and habiad for binds ard olbwar widitla,

Wiell dona! Go Green and bring a maintain as much alder grosth irees as passibie. Mark froes 1o
b Wil in @ e v ol & Sugeiny i whan [oees] & emovad By eediopans. i ansuea
merimal damage io marked Fees. Thank you!

limit your acices fo pubic ands!

How atoul & piot proeed ¥ Down tlown Courtenay -akd Thrfties -Courhousa ram. Planl irees and
risi o S parkiryg. OF Driftwocd Mall. Risndav Kls of paking Shong Chilfe, and rabe wide
trsedd veliong canidars up 1o tho Mad enlranoes.

I'm eacaed thad Counenay H.H:ﬂl:ln.g al ihis, 0w ervaronmend & impartani!

1)
Tharks for 1P appaiusdy 6 gha Bl

Mo acion. Push oul by corparali. Siop culling ees 1o hukd by espenswve houses that anly
inoroase gentrifcation and deplscemant in our hame commuedy. ¥e ae neaning ool af ima, and
yin Pz Al ha Pl

| Feres T oo faturials 1o b in @ fesidonssl s of Coutanay (s has high dansity ol reos. |
wauld kowa 1o soa devolopmant of this in ather nmghborfonds thal would benad | from addibioresd
whan krovs, bailon publc and privaie faads P like io see bes concrale aad monm parmasbis
type parking o with landscaping. Wea can da il

I'd ke ta sen mane nalive Gary Oaks planted in our Parks, as they ame suiled o moee doier and
waaisr climbles &5 provida habidad for binds, mammals and insec [Sctaysinm)

| brvw s @ shreet (upper Hobaon Plaos) where Lhane & moom for three valicies o pass, e, o
parkad on aither ke and moving RMe i ihe cedne. Thes ranaly happans, &s mosl resadenls park
o e Eafn s diveways. Plaass caraidor Faming a msdean on sech widi rsdanlial s
with rees planied all alorg s lenglh. Residaents who hae roubks backing ol al thair drivcways
aed hitling (P g Sty {hopalully, nol (P InedE ) vwil Soon adapt. Mase slied parking dbgal,
licketable, Allornathez by, widen the sidowaks and planl trees, sooking esdents’ coopembion in
lesing of U city's Ninancial burders and suilabisdprafamed pes ol o, Encowags planting of
e in esdenls” bach and frant yards, with a e robate wiane a financial burden s proven. Plant
Raniy MRS in our parks - kaap enaugh apen spata for mornalion, bul inser more single s and
proves. Faquing shapping cenines and ofar ke apen parking ancas o inchade a cedain
parnantagn of mesdansa. Ths will help thi simbegy, and prowide shade for hoee urforhenale pats
lalt in swekanng cwrs.

M,

| can't sinoss haw mporanl TS indialhe 5. Even wilh 0% canopy covor-thal s a S0% ioss of
wihal would tradilionally hiwa grow hano. Tha e siose and akso moch amabos (Fan (b beal
treos. Sinoo they ane made al carbon, the imporanoe af inee sise and numbos. cannal be
it

el dore!

Tirens Any Thar lurgs of (he Earh. Ahamgh | dan e n Cooténay, | woukd be wiling b aoninbae
finarcially. | wish Comos had sush @ plan,
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| udaraiand ha i a Fonesl Srabagy plan and am al-in 06 fad a8 supEading i W hand frdnedd
all 1hx grass from both owr front and back yards and have planted & follkon veggo garden i e
back il loeds us (hraugroul he sammes ard beyoed jwilh average gaing 1o o Tood bark).
Wie'va instaled o drp sysbem in both owr fronlard back yands Shil cortrols waler consump@on.
Wi Alen Ang rslaling & oA Ay on 1he ool of tur hama s summar. We ackniwisdge sl we
Fee forwe et it our backyard (moee in he front) becawse we nead the sunbght Ter the aray ard
1ha viggee gaarchan, |k 1hesi AnywAy D ncorporals &6 of whal wi'vn sirabegicaly Accomgiksnhad
walbury the Forest Plan in order 1o acknowledge the many, many ways praperty genens can
ol B an oedrall siralegy Ihal impneeds e EpAanes in tha Coimas WValy and limis o
s ol wiadn T For axarpio. Could SOnAcncd Roenaownans lika guesshais Rokd 16 gl mona
cannpy abowhere with owr monelary sappart? Sorl of the same idea as carbon alfsels? | may not
b making sarme; Fm jusl wendaning il i Fonst Sirategy B one piece of 5 langar grson pia.

A establs hod mature oo ankanoes and increases the propory wiee. Tl Gdbil waill encowbge
pack 1o redl ol i dhown @nd 1o planl mom:

Ko | up!

A5 @ borng lime propary ownid and residont of Coumenay | am peotly misch beod up wilh D peesr
crding taor incneases that gel promoted ina pece mes approach. Hs only 1his ses amoun] o That
wabl rround Eeil wihan addad egithar | haws ooy saon my propany 1axas. incnssss dramalically
cwer my lime hare. |t would be a beeath of fresh air o not have a property tax rcrease belore The
wsE bord layk mi Do sl

' impraased thal | read o whoks packags /plant | didn™ Think i§ souid Do thal inleraslng bt this
is an amazeg piece of lorg lerm wison thal | cammend 1hese rvalved! Well dane?

in additian o e conauliatons of May 2, haw aboul a prosentiion on he besthdealnativa noos o
plart an Cauranay properies?

A ity Concarned about gready dovelcoers monang o [he rogeon and mowing dowr Tonrets
uwecessanly, as happened with Crown [sia, for cxampla.

Flaaan da wihatnwer wau can 1o Tind ending (o this proje ean il 60 ol Somplain bocaes
Lhery ane'L looking & Ihe big picturediong e, We ane having & cimats amengency and planting
mare ¥Ras is axlremely mpariant

Incraasing ke urban foresl is greal for ws and 1he ervioeement, | moved i e Comax WValiey Brom
Fart Modurray aller the firg i 2016, My concerm is af cowsa o fine safaly af dewaloped ancas.
Our cimais & Bacaming drior and warmar &0 iINomasing tha size of (ha urhan omst roads o b
tioma with fre safety in mind. My second cancem = will ibene be ooy requecemend af dedicated
AR SRACES OF A Ansas i nealy devginped angas ailhoe comenacial or nsiderda 7

wa nied 10 proloct tha trops wa hase on pubsc and private land, wa neod 1o plant mong immes, wo
o] ont Species dvarsity

Sinco thome ame anly 10% al oid Grawdn looesd lefl in Vancowser sland | beliese all eflons ta pratect
all haallhy raas should Da Gone, Alea, 88 affcs 16 phant mons reos. & Enpodant i afset our
cartan emissians b provide ws wilh clean ar o beathe. All effors showld be dore fram ow
ladng gavernmental arganlzataons 0 sel an axamake be inadems thal ane pro aclive aboul o
errriranmes al &l costs and ael the dahnibse achons Aoy abaut 600 Gonservalion, pralechon and
Aclian!

| chesm mal Lo dangn ha Trod stralogies bocauss | boliand Thay &l must B amplamsniad
concurmerlly

soma frees hase rool sysioms lRal inleriera wiih sewor sysiems, this gols womse the older (ke
riEghbarhoed s, wddrsianding which |rees sl oo damagi in the ng bem & exlremody
imporiact in areas wilh sewer Bres.

| wauld just lie 50 add that a iroe on privale propory 1had & dEcased, dangoraus and quits frankly
gy Bl D posirillod to b Gul dawn o pivale progany eeln i U5 8 probecied spaciss. 1L & ool
Indas aborea homes and fves. | showld Rave (he nght b protect my home balsr you Fee the rghl
iix prredect 1 e, Thank vau

Py B in Maninesly Tookstod and lacks sunighl, Choameown Ifes & 3 Major urban peobhom a8 well
thaat whaldd be addmesod
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Sind prdrndur cdmmant. Plaats sy whdhar af nol o rcleds Sidad andtar e nodges. Whla
codar hodges ane guite aasy 1o maingain, they should nol be countad as indvidual inses. | alsa
il I Sand reulAliang. thad préreanl pave dernlapments bom planiing B hodgos an shaved
prapesty s, Thiy grow oo fast and see very axpereiva o maetam,

Thank you

Cumbenand fares! progmel? Then has boen Majer Brosion anund comag laks — many lrons
Fenr been iogged anund thal anea. [ ssams fulib 10 plaa) & i rees in own when fioss nees
arg beirg laken dimelly fom us

| desplar The pobcy al culting down trees and dearing bush bocame of homaless campars, 0.0

1 by LA caliormetods bahind fh Puddisducks dayaane al Ryan and Bach Rds. Ciy
permissnn should b requind fa cul any inees. This i\ nol Baciding tha homakass prodilemn al ail
Thes isvewsirr 11 same LIS cites furs been anforced incansensbon for detoming fol osweaed by educatian
ard providing Bfeiong drag allernales, oo mathadona, This had a 93% sccess rale in ona oty
Irs Ehe kg nn his is wany chéaper 10 socely. Thene & mo painl n paskeeg the Rameless anurd.
The probdem stems fnam dug and acohol addicions. Can a covenant be placed an the mapesho
o on Ryan nexi bo the RCMPT Culing thal doew would ba a crima, bal developeds dorfl cag,
Ciearcutiing by developers shoold be prevenied. Chaming them larcach ree cut will do nolbing
e (narir Fnaraiy @ oreliisss and My Bug it 6. (Rl redaind s Gasl ol doeng Dusingas. Thir
lalesl desecrtion is al Lenwick and Valley View with are ar iwo smad ioken trees iefl. Courtenay is
changing wary koo fasl and mal for ihe ballerd

Thark you lor caring. Flessa planl mom ml irees,

Wenrdermg how ninghboumands can bosl be abos by Naving & sirabgy m place T discussion
bebanen neghbaurs when queslians arsa an roghbowring properly wilh regands b cither planting
or faking dorr bress (e wban it alfecs ool ooy (ke privale aeve’s progaty Bul adacem
propedies an wel)

Good ja soo thal the dimate chaos is being consdered We recd o draes down: as. much carban
a5 perailibn, Maans s ane noeadix] ASAP.

| i il wetikd by miptirtani 5o be in contact wilh Comon councils forest stmlegy. because Han =
@ torst inierface halwann the fwo commenities and (ha Comay peninauda S all ancompaseing

Caillaire: | impoiay and we nead o undersland hat fres femad our natural Bndecape and
hsiorcal ecoromy. Magba we could hawe Buil in he histancal imporiance of res for Coudenoy

I'm carcerned thal drection for food miated pi.n-rtfh:mm-snulb;un stated. This includes not just

pag bul Ao raquirerg haeees], o shaong ol Paneasl o riva i el wiam e Tood & Bl
ral rather |han be haresied.

diowniosen showid have loss pasvemonl

Enn'runn:m-u .tp.hm.;nnumﬂygn-l into thi weaeds and | dant \ink ane appogcaln 1o ask the
i, i exarmgie whal priovity 1 place planning ower growing ele. thal's all pat af s ssmi
pbjective And shauldn'l be moked. pacliculaity by the pablic wha an rat up on the icaces of

maaking this happen.
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Written Submissions
A number of individuals as well as stakeholders provided written submissions. Individual written submissions

are summarized here with names withheld to protect privacy. Stakeholder submissions are included below in

full.

Representation | Comment

1 | Resident within | States strong support for the UFS initiative, however feels that public land debris must
Valley View be managed proactively to avoid accumulation of forest fire fuels. Cited examples
neighbourhood | within his neighbourhood where City and School District lands had debris accumulated.

2 | Resident within | States strong support for the UFS and would like to see more trees retained and
Crown Isle planted in his neighbourhood, as well as encouraged partnership with SD71 to increase
neighbourhood | trees on school lands.

3 | Member of Stated that 50% canopy cover should be considered to account for biodiversity
naturalist requirements, climate change, supporting low-flammability deciduous cover to support
organizations a cooler environment.

4 | Resident of east | Stated support for the UFS as she felt it’s an important community topic for many
Courtenay reasons (health, recreation, environment, wildlife, aesthetics). She wished to see more

trees retained in new developments and ensuring more planting of the correct trees in
the correct locations. Cited idea of an educational page in the local paper to encourage
people to plant in support of the plan.

5 | Resident of Shared a Winnipeg “Dedication Gardens” initiative as an idea in support of growing the

west Courtenay

urban forest on public land with private donations, with minimal administrative
requirements.

Page 24 of 32
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island health

hay 27, 2019

Maney Giothard

Pﬂlil_':,: Flammis

City of Courlenay

30 Chiffe Avenue
Courfenay, B V9N 217

Dicar Ms. Gothard:

Thank veu for the opportunity o comment on the City of Courtenay’s Urban Forest Strategy {UFS), We
would Tike to offer our full support to the UFS, as stated on page 13, the recognition of “mental,
phyvsielogical and physical health benefits of a personal connection to nafure™ puts health (and s
comnections to the natural eavironment) front and centre in the Plan. Today. chronic dseases are on the
rise and “alarming trends in declinime mental health are [indead ] the beading pablic health concern in
Canada.” In fact. over half of Brabish Columbians have at least one chronie condition and chronic
diseases are responsible for the majonity of deaths in the provines!,

The Strategy 15 chear in iis efforts to promote sustaimabilily, buffer cimatic changes, and showcase its
hiealth promating synergics with covironmental protection and stewardship. Consider, for instance, the
capacity of a park 1o cool and filier the air in & dense neighbourheod. or the ability of a greenway to

i rine active ansport and access o nature. Such interventions foster mors livable surmoundings that
encourage physieal activity, promote mental health, and bring diverse communities together®, The
health promsding rationake is woven throughout the UFS, illustrated i public feedback all the way o
Actions,

Studies have shown that access to green apsce can significamly affect how you trave]l and vour physical
activity, and exposure te air pollution, traffic safety, and soise’. Tros can encoursee health promoting
behaviowrs, for inslance, research is showing a strong associatin bebween streel trees and an increase in
wilking and perceptions of safety, Even a brel interaction with nature, such as o tensminute walk or a
view of preen space, can hove restorntive effects’.

Sowe of the many ¢lements we would like to support i the Strategy ars as folbows, however, this is by no
means a fully comprahensive list amd mors so teases oul a fow highlights )

¢ Beclion 2 {on page 18) — the overarching Falue of the Urban Forest and its Pensfin states “urban
trees and forests provide services that improve uman health and woll-being." This value is accurats
and admmable There i l:1.m|13 avidence thal the u:l-:[u.rimuu ol |'.Iv|.'n1.3_ im and 1.';|."n'in.t|_ nalure has
sigmificant physical and mental benefis, meluding icreased social well-bang and reduced stress,
Rescarch also suppons a streng relationship bebween biodiversity and measures of ecosyelem
functioning. such as water quality, sodl health and polliation.

Gateway Office
210 - 771 Vermon Avenue | Victoris, BC VEX SA7 Tel: 250-519-3401] | Fax: 250-519-34072

Excellent core, for everyone, everywhere, every time
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Uban Foreat Strategy Page 2of 2
hay 27, 2019

e Bection 3 {page &) - under Climmate Chanee teere are “anticipated impacts of climate change fior
Courtenay that mclude sea level mse sl more extrame rainfall events, higher stosm surges, flooding
and waterbopged soils oulside the summer months, Warmer tempertures will ncrease evaporalion
and vepedation water demand, Cherall, water supply 15 expecied to be reduced while waler demand 15
likely to grow, increasing the possibiliy of drowght.” Climate change is clearly observable and mamy
people are already feclng its effects. It is affecting individuals and the communities in which people
live, work and play. Expanding the wse of vegatation and natural claments across the built
environment, ¢4 usimg the cooling effect of vegetation in parks and mcroasing the number of trees,
mit;ﬂ;ﬂ.ﬁ anr Tm!llﬂ.'iu‘rl and the wrhan heat wland effect

o Section & {page 10, 76 & BT} — Food Security is a torm peppored throughout the Strategy and we
would like to echo itz suppor for melusion, Public frust trees and frut gleanmg propects can suppor
bealthy eating habits. Healthy eating habits can in e significontly reduvee the risk of chronie
disesse, & high blood pressure, cateoporosis and cancer—which increases quality of lifs and
reduces bealth care costs. While there are different sleas of what makes a bealihy diet, all generally
pririize consemplion of whole foods, such as fruits, vegetables and graims?,

The abowve are anly a few of the many objectives amd actions in the Strategy where island Health may
officr its suppon to this Plan. We would like to leave you with this rece finding: in the Iferature review
by Fong ot al. (2008), there 15 spounting evidence demonstiatiing associations betweon ofesiness aml
health, They found consistent and strong evidonce that higher levels of grosmness ans asseciated with
hi_ﬂu_'r furth 'J.'L'r'iHI‘ﬂK, highu' levels |:||"|:|]1 :r'ﬂi-:‘:n.'l al.'t'rl.'it!.', aml bwer mortaliy rates”, Thﬂ:.' Turthier pl:li-nl! I
how policies and interventions (o increase neighborhood levels of greenness ore relatively stradghtforaard
ancl may have many co-benefits, Le. for climate mitigation and stormew ater mnofl control®, The UFS i an
imbervention to achisve & myriad of goals. such as improvemeant to & heakthier built environment for all,

I vou have any questions or commends, please do not hesitate to confact us,
Sincerely,
- :=-_'§'E£-im_

Jadde Yehia, CPHII)
Regional Built Envirenment Consultant

N emd
e Charmaine Enms, MDD, M5, FROPC, Medical Health CiTcer, 1sland Health

!B Cenire for Disease Contred {20080 The Economec Berden of Bisk Fecors m BC, 3005, Excess Waght, Tobsoco Smelomg. Aloohol Use.
Pivysical Imctivity snd Low Frol sad Viegetebie Comsameption. Rereved Moy 24, 7009 m ipvweers Boodt cupeg-pblic.
b TDooem piee sooeniieIsirden freg risk fectars B 200 5 pil].

B Cgmirg for Disease Coptrol (2918, Jl'rrl.l.'\l-!r Frill Kevwromel Iu'ﬂbqau :'i:lm'nh'r witing tae finks banves -ﬂ.-nm Pamiag amt heakh
Beenieved Miay 1, 20015 Srom: | 4 oy i o 5

" Parimarship berwes Univarsity of BC Heakh & Commumity Desan Lab and Vascouve Cossial Heakh (2009). Wi Mame: o Hoall &
Eromoeai Inpacis of Flere We Live. Rewieved May 11, 300% fom: Diggs Sealli-Sesign sppdi il oo alen e mienstalth otk
impacte-il-whers- we-kig-20

"Foug, K.C, Han, B & Fanex P (200E) A Rewiew of Fpvdesiolop’c Susder ow Gepemmesr ! flsaih: [pdated’ Liveestane TTeough 3007
Current Ervirosmental Health Poporis 5: 77, Beimeved on May 24, 7099 of biips-doi orp eeproy e o cal1 8 1000 =4047 2,
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Date: hune F6th, 2019

Re: Letter of Support, City of Couwrtenay's Urban Forest Strategy
Ton lan Buck, Director of Development Services and Mancy Gothard, Policy Flanner

The Comaox Valley Conservation Partnership [CVCP] Steering Committes would like
to provide this letter of support to congratulate the City an the recent Urban
Fofest Strateny and public consultation process. The information is
cofmprehenshee, Hmely and presented inan informative and engaging format.

The CVCP has been advocating for an Urban Forest Strategy since 2006 whaen the
City was considaring significant changes to the Trea Bylaw, We congratulate Mayor
and Council, staff, consultants, stakeholders and the many members of the public
who participated to create this valuable piece of waork.

There are & number of aspects of the UFS that CVCP specifically would like to
commend;

& Inclushen of an ambitious City-wide Tree Canopy Target. CVCP
understands that the public consultation indicated strong suppart for
increasing the owerall Canopy Cover of the city from the current 335 City-
wide [25% in urban areas) bo 40% City-wide and minimum of 34% in urhan
areas), 30% Canopy Cover i a target that CVCP requested during the Tree
Bylaw work, citing the numerous benefits of a sgnificant and well
distributed canopy.

»  Commitment to partnerships, CVCP is a partnership based organization
with a eore belief in the power of collabodative approaches. We would like
to affer cupport in nplemeanting the LIPS thraugh developling and
diszeminating educational materials in partnarshig with the City,
partriening in community inftlatives such as tree planting
programs/neighbourhood tree hunts,

= Commitment to monitoning the canopy cover over time, As a living
system, CVCP recognizes that the urban forest is dynamic and will change
oeer tirme, Eip;nili:anl ureknowms include climate change and the rate of
development. & such monitoring the canopy in order to make informed
decisions s critical to practicing evidence-baded decition making. CJVCP
notes the monttoring cycles are projected for every B years and requests
that more freguent intervals be considerad to more proactively respond to
urban forest changes,

®  Incorporating UFS information into the OCP review. For example the
biodiversity connectivity analysis is an asset and should be used as a green
network land use foundation in the City's climate friendly OCP, Protecting
patches and corridors of native ecosystems & consistent with climate
friendly community planning and affords many other benefits to
blodiversity, raimaater management and high resident guality of life.

»  Integrating UFS information with the ongoing Integrated Rainwater
Management Plan (IRMP) The relationship between water quality and

2019 Consultation Summary Results
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gquantity and land use and coverage is well established, and CVCP is pleased o 22e a holistic and return
to ecological principhes being espoused in the IRMP. We look farward o continuing to wark with the
City on the ERMP inltiative, and are pleased to see that the importent role of trees and forests will be
explored in that work,

= More detailed neighbourhood planning. The CVCP also supports that more detalled consideration of
Urban Forest values should be examined at the nelghbourhood scale with local residents, as is
recommended in tha UFS. The CVCF scknowledges that some lands will be better suited to trea
retention and protection, while on aother land replanting is a more suitable urban forest option, bt
that a healthy balance of retention and replacement must be considered in all neighbourhoods to
sustain a redilient urban forest.

The CVEP Steering Committee appreciated being & part of the collsborative process and look forward to taking
thie next staps in partnarship to assist in implementing this innowvative Strategy,

Sincerety,

Erim Mowak

Program Coordimator
Comax Valley Conservation Partnership
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COMOK VALLEY DEVELOPMENT

& CONSTRLICTION ASSOCIATION
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City of Courtenay YN £ o
Development Services o ot

planning@courtenay.ca

RE: Lirban Forest Strategy, City of Courtenay, 2019, Interim Draft April 2019 -Diamond Head Consulting
and City of Courtenay

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Interim Draft Urban Forest Strategy as posted on the city
website and dated 2019-04-26. There is also a reference to a Final Draft on the website, so we would
appreciate confirmation that we are indeed reviewing an Interim Draft and not a Final Draft document,
and that a Final Draft will be forthcoming for review by the public following this round of inputs.

The Comox Valley Development and Construction Association represent local builders and land and
property development corporations, the building Industry and consultants, As we are suré that Councll
and staff appreciate this is a seasonal business and this is the busiest time of year for most of our members.
Our comments today will therefore be reflective of our need to stay focused on employing our workers
effectively and creating the products and services we rely on to maintain our businesses and employment.
While our comments are therefore necessarily brief, this does not reflect our opinion of the importance
of this initiative, either to our business viability or to our community. We look forward to contributing to
this dialogue for vears to come,

We applaud the City for this initiative and the Interim Draft report contains a wealth of helpful data,
comparative research and guidelines. We share with the citizens of Courtenay the importance of trees in
our community and the goal of maintaining or increasing tree canopy from current levels. The study has
explicitly and thoroughly laid out the importance and benefits of trees. It is a dense but excellent resource
in this respect,

We agree with the observation that majority of tree canopy is and will remain on private land, and that
stewardship partnership will be the way forward on any urban forest strategy. We agree that both public
and private lands will require a strategy for the community goals to be achieved. If we understand the
data on Land Cover Distribution correctly (p. 32) the urban residential land categories in aggregate have
more tree canopy cover, measured in hectares, as the entire public land category. We believe this has
been achleved simply because people want trees — not because they have been ordered to keep them.

Burray Presley - chairman - 951 Fitzgerakd Ave, Courtenay, BT, VoH 2R6 - (250) 338-1204

The arsociebionr godl 15 1o provide g shaple wn il woiee for devalopens and
buildery and professionaly o matfars that relafe o developement in the Comax Folley
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Philosophically, we believe that education and carrots will get more than sticks in a goal of leng-term tree
conservation for the Courtenay community. We believe that was also reflected in survey results, for
example, that people are more interested in knowing what trees should be planted than in having the city
provide them with trees for free, and that city tax expenditures on tree matters bein the order of 5300,000
(525 per househald) annually.

We are in agreement that compact development (compact single family, ground-oriented housing, mixed-
use or high density) Is conducive to a healthy community.

We would like to work with city staff and its consultants to test out the Scenarios A-F on p. 58 for
residential tree canopy targets, in particular to examine how the interplay of City servicing, environmental
protection and tree-related policies can achieve desired targets over the longer term. Our sense ks that
there should be more focus on the end goals of tree canopy post-development, particularly in regard to
ifmproving the long-term diversity of species in the urban setting, rather than on what we have
experienced under the current Tree Bylaw as a challenging approach to retention of existing trees. We
believe a workshop approach is practical and would help bridge gaps in understanding for both the public
and private sector and result in more informed stewardship on the eritical private sector side of
implementing the urban forest strategy. it could for example move forward on the identified Action 12 a
‘explore how to maintain hydrological pathways to retained forest patches...’, and the implications of 12
b ‘require that calculations for stormwater management plans for new development utilize runoff
coefficients that incorporate the historical land cover value for up to 25 years.” With the City's stormwater
management bylaw under review, our recommendation would be to delete this action here, in favour or
considering appropriate standards in the appropriate bylaw. If it is left in the Urban Forest Strategy, the
¢riterla should be clearer. Further, we would appreciate some comparables and rationale for incremental
benefits of such a standard. If we understand it correctly, it appears that this standard is significantly
more onerous than elsewhere.

As part of that workshop approach, we would appreciate seeing some comparables to other jurisdictions
on the continent and some insight into differential impacts of the range of tree canopy targets being
considered in the Interim Draft, Is there evidence of significant health related benefits of a community
with a 40% tree canopy target, compared to one with 37% or 33%, for example.

We would also like to explore what design or pelicy options are contemplated within the urban core
related to the ‘key hub patches’, ‘major connectivity pathway' and 'pinch points’ illustrated on an un-
named figure on p. 46. The only actions we could find was 11 b {p. 84) which states ‘Censider options,
such as land acquisition or regulation, to enhance protection of Significant Stands and Corridors’, and
‘Consider density bonusing options to protect Significant Stands and Corridors in the next Zoning Bylaw

bbwrray Presley - chairman - 951 Frizgerald Ave, Courtenay, BC, WON 2R6 - (250) 338-1304

The assnciafions goal & to provide o single unified voiee for developers omd
builders and profesiomals on matters thal relals to development in e Comoe el
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review.” These could potentially be significant tax expenditure items, whether in acquisition or
maintenance, and we are unclear at this point of the regulatory mandate contemplated by the authors,

A workshop approach to the Scenarios, at least for residential development, we believe will lead to a more
informed conelusion on how achievable the various targets are In today's compact development world,
and if there are unintended trade-offs that are relevant to other policy initiatives such as affordable
housing that eouncil will want to consider.

We agree that there are important opportunities to achieve city-wide goals as commercial and industrial
areas develop and redevelop, and through adjacent city initlathves of streetscape improvements,

Uinder Action 11a, adding a >60cm DBH threshold to the definition of ‘Protected Tree' will reduce flexibilivy
and options to develop land with larger trees. If a size threshold is to be considered, then consider what
standard should apply to which species. This again would be a halpful topic for a workshap,

We would appreciate some clarity on what is envisaged under recommendation for action 11c for soil
presevvation guidelines and storage before providing meaningful comments,

Action 13a states ‘on greenfield properties where forest cluster of corridor configurations may be possible
but are not proposed, require a design rationale for why such configurations are not possible’. Please
clarify if this means forest clusters proposed for within public park designations, or something beyond
that.

Action 13d contemplates three visits, one comfort letter, and two memos by an arborist for tree
protection zones. Is all this added cost for consulting value added to the city or the buyers?

Linder Action 13i, there should be an appeal opportunity to Council if there is a disagreement between an
applicant and the opinion of the Director, and some guidelines to applicants on what constitutes ‘to the

satisfaction of the Director,

Under Partner Indicators there 15 a rating of low for ‘involvement of large private and institutional
landholders’, but no partner actions, This appears to be a gap, to which our proposed workshop may be
OnE rexponse.

We would appreciate a more focused final draft emphasizing pguidefines and costed policy
recommendations, with a companion resource document for the research-oriented reader.

Wurray Presley - chalrman - 9517 Fitzgerald Ave, Courtenay, BC, WON 2RE - (250) 138-1394

The paspciahions goad iy fo provide a single unified voire for devefopent and
builders andd prefermonaly on mstters thal refote o devefopmemt in the Comox Ve,
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There appears to be an inference that there will be a heavy reliance for canopy maintenance and
enhancement through retention of existing stands of trees on private lands. Is that the intent? To what
extent? Mandatory retention as required in the current Tree bylaw is difficult and costly, and would be a
key item to discuss at the workshop proposed above. If pursued, these costs are eventually passed on
directly to the consumer, impacting housing affordability in the region, which we understand is also an
important objective of council.

Council should consider a sliding scale of replacement, either cash or trees, which encovrages retention,
but does not make it mandatory. This will provide flexibility, and will help manage cost/affordability, while
still achieving tree canopy targets.

The cost implications of meeting the targets suggested in the UFS are not clear. This needs to be remedied.
It is not reasonable to create a policy framework that ignores the costs of implementation to existing
residents and industry. We would appreciate a cost impact analysis of implementing the Goals, Strategies
and Actions, both on the City finances and private sector, and a comparisan of this to the survey results
of what the public anticipate spending through their tax dellars. For example, some of the potential
initiatives appear to have substantial cost implications,

Az we looked at the front cover of the document we were reminded that on an airshed and regional basis
we are among the fortunate regions in the world in terms of tree opportunities. We applaud this effort to
extend that regional strength in practical terms into the urban environment for our community well being
and the health of our citizens, We are here to thare in that challenge.

Yours truly,

=

Murray PrEE#l,r

Murray Presley - chairman - 957 Fitzgerald Ave, Courtenay, BT, WoN 2RE - (250) 338-1394
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Appendix A

Courtenay 2050 Urban Forest Strategy - Final Plan Survey

Urban Forest Strategy background

One year after beginning a comprehensive exploration and community consultation
into Courtenay’s urban forest, the draft plan is now available for public feedback
and we want to hear from you!

The Urban Forest Strategy will guide how we as a community protect and manage
trees on public and private land within the Courtenay boundaries. The drafted
Strategy recommends the vision for what our future urban forest will be and a
framework for how to get there.

The survey focuses on a few key questions to gather final input on the vision,
preferred canopy target, your priorities and willingness to participate in proposed
urban forest actions.

All survey participants are welcome and encouraged to consult the draft Urban
Forest Strategy, including previous consultation findings, which are available on the

City of Courtenay's website at: www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest

Questions and written feedback may also be directed to City staff at
planning@courtenay.ca

A public open house will take place Thursday, May 2 from 5:30-7:30 pm at the
Florence Filberg Centre Evergreen Lounge with a short presentation at 6pm.

Survey closes May 23, 2019. Please encourage your friends and neighbours to
participate!

The survey takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and is 14 pages, including a number of images.
Please return the survey to City Hall, Lewis Centre or Florence Filberg Centre, or scan it to planning@courtenay.ca
You may also conduct the survey online, or view the draft plan, at: www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest
Note - the answer boxes are quite small. Please use as much space on the page as you need.



http://www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest
http://www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Florence+Filberg+Centre/@49.6925147,-124.997023,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0xfeefbc7c4733ff53!8m2!3d49.6925147!4d-124.997023
gotnan
Text Box
The survey takes approximately 10 minutes to complete and is 14 pages, including a number of images.
Please return the survey to City Hall, Lewis Centre or Florence Filberg Centre, or scan it to planning@courtenay.ca
You may also conduct the survey online, or view the draft plan, at: www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest
Note - the answer boxes are quite small. Please use as much space on the page as you need. 
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Courtenay 2050 Urban Forest Strategy - Final Plan Survey

Vision Statement

The Urban Forest Strategy Vision Statement is meant to capture the desired state of
the urban forest. The Vision Statement should be relatively short and concise and
will be used as an aspirational guide to help the community make decisions about
the urban forest as the plan is implemented.

The Vision Statement has been informed by the summer 2018 consultation findings,
using the voices from the community.

Please read the draft Vision Statement and answer the question below.

Vision Statement:

Courtenay residents envision a future urban forest that is more extensive than
today, is connected and accessible, maintains mature trees and ecosystem services,
is comprised of a sustainable mix of ages and locally adapted species, and is used as
a design treatment to reduce the prevalence of pavement in commercial areas,
create neighbourhood distinction and canopy streets on key routes.

The City will monitor canopy cover changes at established intervals to refine
policies and actions to achieve the Vision, as the urban forest changes to
accommodate development, climate change and through the natural life span of
trees.

*Note that the adopted Canopy Cover Target will be included within the Vision
Statement, at the beginning of the second paragraph. Questions 3 & 4 ask about
your preferred Canopy Cover Target.

1. Do you agree with this Vision Statement?
() Yes

(J No

() Unsure

If not, or if you're unsure, can you explain why? What would you include or change? If you
need more room, you may write to planning@courtenay.ca




Courtenay 2050 Urban Forest Strategy - Final Plan Survey

Goals and Strategies
A summary of the Urban Forest Strategy recommended goals are presented here for
your feedback.

The draft document contains detailed information on goals and strategies to
achieve the Vision. Participants are encouraged to consult the draft Urban Forest
Strategy on the City's website to learn more.

www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest

Recommended goals for Courtenay's urban forest are organized around these 5 themes:

Plan strategically to inform and monitor land use pattern projections on the urban forest
and integrate into public asset management.

Manage proactiveéyto enhance urban forest health, safety and resilience by managing
alongside other infrastructure goals.

Protect prudently to maintain the quality and connectedness of the urban forest.
Grow intelligently to provide urban forest benefits when and where they are needed.

Partner effectively to share stewardship and promote appreciation of the urban forest.
2. Do you agree with the goals identified?
() Yes
(U No
() Unsure

If not, or if you're unsure, can you explain why? What would you include or change? If you
need more room, you may write to planning@courtenay.ca
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Courtenay 2050 Urban Forest Strategy - Final Plan Survey

Setting a Canopy Cover Target
Tree canopy is a common metric used to describe the extent of a community's urban

forest. Courtenay's tree canopy is composed of natural forests and planted trees in
streets, parks and on private property.

Courtenay's tree canopy today and over time:

Courtenay's canopy cover in 2018 was approximately 33% across the entire City, and
25% within the urban areas. The canopy cover has been declining over time, with
accelerating loss in the past four years.

There are no industry standards on canopy cover as each community will determine
this for themselves based on their values. Common targets in other communities
range between 30-40%.

I urtan

MNon-Lirban

Total canopy cover
in urban Courtenay
Is 25%




Potential City-wide Targets

a9 . 40% Scenario A
31 % Scenario F

2014 2016 2018 _!

Percent canopy cover

38%

Please consult the information in the following table and images and answer the question
below on which Canopy Cover Target Scenario you most prefer. Canopy Targets are for the
year 2050.

Some explanation of the table: |Table on next page |
The table shows differences in actions in three broad categories that could be taken to achieve the different Canopy Target

Scenarios, of which there are 6 presented. These action categories are: regulation (such as the tree bylaw), voluntary planting
(on private land) and public planting (on City land).

Because the rate of community growth and forest change cannot be predicted at this time for large undeveloped portions of the
urban forest, the Canopy Targets are shown as a range of what might be reasonably achieved between the city-wide target
(maximum) and the urban area target (minimum). Minimums are presented to show that as the large undeveloped portions of
the urban forest are developed, they would be required to meet the minimum city-wide targets similar to the rest of the
community.

Reminder that the current city-wide canopy cover is 33%, the urban area canopy cover is
25%.
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Table showing different Canopy Cover Target Scenario options

Tree New

City- Bylaw | Trees _ -
wide g;g:” Density|planted ||action ::;‘;Zw :::;‘;f;w
i Target i : :
Seenano _(%:rnopy Canopy g Jon ceea Voluntary||Public
get | ger [2me  ||Private Regulation|in” o 2o
(maximum) g per land anting anting

hectarg) |[(voluntary)

A 40% 34% |[100 17,000 |Highest |[High High
B 37% 29% |75 17,000 ||High High High
C 36% 27% |75 8,500 |[High Moderate|High
D 34% 24%  ||50 17,000 ||Current |[High High
E 33% 23% |50 8,500 |Current ||Moderate||High
F 31% 21% 50 0 Current  (|[None High

The images below are examples of neighbourhoods that contain different percentages of
canopy cover. Locations of the images are included in the image captions should you wish to
visit the area yourself to help inform your opinion.

Examples of 40% canopy cover in residential areas (upper range of Scenario A).

B
+ G tenaay e NI .
Qi Ovchard bipck bound by 1" and 2°° Streets ond Duncon Avenveand  Fost Courfenay biock bownd by 107 Street Enst, Back
vt Plance. Rood and Glen Urganhart Drive.




Examples of approximately 30% canopy cover in residential areas (lower end of
Scenario B).

L ' e 1l i 5 ; b . iy -
Wesr Cowrmermay block hownd by 16™ Sireer, Tull and £t Caurteniny hiock bound by 6% oad 3 Streer Fost, Arrowsmiith ond Evergreen
Piercy Averiues AWPNIEE

Examples of approximately 25% canopy cover in residential areas (within lower
ranges of Scenarios C and D).
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Pundievige neighbaowrhoed hiock bownd by IV Streed, Robert Lang Dvie, Fod & Sanawick nefphhourfoon Block housd by Ookridge end
G Rood ond Wiermnor Averue. Muoplerigoe Drives, Mol focd ond Popdar Drive,




Examples of approximately 20% canopy cover in residential areas (lower ranges of
Scenarios E and F).

=
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Faortion af @ wesd Courtenay hlock bound by 38" ond 27 Strects, Partion af eest Cowrhenay bock hownd by Mcfouchln Drive. AMocintypne
Shewart Avenue ond full Floce. Avenue mod ingwall Rood

3. Which Canopy Cover Scenario do you most prefer?
|Number the 6 Scenarios from 1 - 6 with 1 being your first preference. |

A: City-wide range between 34-40%. Canopy similar or higher than today due
to 100 stems/ha tree density requirements in bylaw; lots of voluntary private
land planting and maximizing public land planting.

4»

B: City-wide range between 29-37%. Canopy similar or lower than today due
to 75 stems/ha tree density requirements in bylaw; lots of voluntary private
land planting and maximizing public land planting.

41

C: City-wide range between 27-36%. Canopy similar or lower than today, and
lower than Scenario B, due to 75 stems/ha tree density requirements in
bylaw; some voluntary private land planting and maximizing public land
planting.

4k

D: City-wide range between 24-34%. Canopy lower than today due to 50
stems/ha tree density requirements in bylaw; lots of voluntary planting, and
maximizing public land planting.

41

E: City-wide range between 23-33%. Similar to Scenario D with fewer private
planting efforts.

1

F: City-wide range between 21-31%. Canopy a lot lower than today due to 50
stems/ha tree density requirements in bylaw, no voluntary planting and
maximizing planting only on public land.

4»
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4. If the City must chose between which types of strategies to focus on, how would
you order the following action categories?

|Number the 4 options from 1 - 4 with 1 being your first preference. |

Regulation (e.g. Tree Bylaw) of undeveloped forested properties

4»

¥ Regulation (e.g. Tree Bylaw) of developed urban properties

il
»

% Voluntary planting on private land

+ Planting on public land
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Prioritizing activities

The draft Urban Forest Strategy contains numerous recommended actions to
support the urban forest, most of which would require individual adoption by
Council in order to be implemented. Some actions can be undertaken by staff in
house and others would require additional funding and working with partners.
Identifying priorities is a critical step in determining which activities to focus on.

5. How would you order the following types of actions?
|Number the 5 types of actions from 1 - 5 with 1 being your first preference. |
Actions listed are organized by Strategy goals. Consult the plan for more detailed information on actions.

Planning actions: Includes planning consultation activities with individual
neighbourhoods; conducting a forest fire management plan; maintaining
spatial data on changes to canopy cover.

4

Managing actions on public land: Includes continuing to develop
management responses to risk factors such as climate change, storm, pests
and drought; investing more in the early years of tree establishment;
developing clear operating procedures based on level or service expectations
for public trees.

4

Protecting actions: Includes pursuing options to enhance the protection of
significant forest stands and biodiversity corridors; understanding how
changes to hydrology and soil through development affect the urban forest;
monitoring the Tree Bylaw to ensure it is effectively protecting trees, and
making changes when it is not.

4»

Growing actions: Includes more planting on public and private land;
enhancing the quality of new planting conditions; distributing the canopy
cover to areas that need it; promoting building energy efficiency through
strategic planting locations.

4»

Partnering actions: Includes partnering with others such as community
groups on stewardship activities; partnering with students conducting
research on the urban forest; investing in public education and
communications; working with nurseries, arborists and third party utilities.

41
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Willingness to support

Courtenay's urban forest grows across thousands of property boundaries, with 84%
of it growing on private land. Managing this community asset is a shared
responsibility that benefits from the participation of citizens, businesses,
developers, agencies and the stewardship sector.

Please indicate your willingness to participate in stewarding the urban forest by
answering the following two questions.

6. Considering your answers to the previous question (Question 5 - Priorities), what
is the maximum you would be willing to pay for the City to implement the initiatives
that you support?

Answering this question does not mean a tax increase will occur, but rather helps staff and Council to understand how important
urban forest actions are to you.

(_) $5 per year per household (_) $50 per year per household

(_) $10 per year per household (_) $100 per year per household

() $25 per year per household () I'would not be willing to pay any amount
per year

11



7. 1 would plant a new tree on my property if:
Select all that apply

| 1 could purchase a tree for $20 or less
| 1'received a free tree

| 1 knew my property was within an area
that could benefit from more tree canopy
cover

| 1 knew where to plant a tree on my

property to enhance energy efficiency of
my home

| 1 knew more about how to care for my

tree, including into its maturity

| 1 knew how to nature-scape my yard to

| 1 knew what type of tree to plant on my
property based on soil and light conditions
and available growing area '

Other (please specify)

provide habitat for birds and pollinators

| 1am not interested in planting a new tree

on my property

12
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Additional comments

8. Do you have any other comments you'd like to make about Courtenay's Urban
Forest Strategy that were not covered in the survey?

13
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Information about you
Please answer the following two questions to help us understand the neighbourhood
and demographic representation through the survey.

9. Do you live and/or own property within the City of Courtenay?

) Yes

() No

10. What is your postal code?

11. Would you like to stay in touch about the Urban Forest Strategy implementation
and possibly get involved? If so, please provide your email address. This information
will not be shared.

Email Address

Don't forget to map your thoughts!

The Survey also includes an opportunity for you to map treed locations in the community
that are of interest, concern or important to you. You're encouraged to provide input to the
community "story map", including your own photos! Click here to the separate story map
page.

One photo will be chosen from all submissions for the cover of the Urban Forest Plan; the
winner will also receive a $200 gift certificate to a local nursery!

Click here to return to the City of Courtenay Urban Forest Strategy homepage.

Story map can be accessed from the Urban Forest Strategy webpage:
www.courtenay.ca/urbanforest
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